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COIZ”BCtiOIZ A note from the editor: CELEBRATING JESUS

o David Hearn, President of The Christian and Missionary Alliance in Canada
Editorial Team:

Eric Crow, Kristen Parker, Jared Taylor, and
Tyler Lodge.

Layout and illustrations by Eric Crow. he energy in the room was palpable. Thousands gathered in a large stadium to celebrate

and exalt Jesus. Many of those gathered were new believers; countless men and women

© 2020 - The Christian and Missionary Alliance . . . . . . . ..
in Canada gave testimony to experiencing a personal dream or vision in which Jesus came to visit

them. When Jesus enters the room everything changes. Darkness is
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into our lives and uncontained celebration is unleashed.
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Eedriees was raised in a family deeply embedded in organized
ISSN 2369-9469

ISSN 2369-9477 (online) crime. From an early age he was groomed to steal, intimidate, and
control. One night before heading out to rob a bank, Eedriees had
a vision of Jesus. Jesus looked directly at him and said, “I love you,

To unsubscribe or to change your address, email and I saved you for Me. This is my last call. Follow Me!” In that
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2580 Matheson Blvd E

Mississauga, ON L4W 4J1

moment, Eedriees fell to his knees, repented, and made a decision

to follow Jesus.

The next morning, he told his cousin that he could not rob any
more banks and had become a follower of Jesus. His cousin
threatened to kill him, and Eedriees said, “Go ahead...I know

where I will go—to Jesus!” Today he is a passionate pastor,

leading hundreds to Jesus, and is part of the growing body of
Christ celebrating the One who transforms lives!

In the pages of this magazine you will be inspired by stories ———
of redemption, humility, healing, and hope. The underlying e —
theme is to celebrate, with unrestrained enthusiasm, the majesty of

Jesus. Several years ago, while worshipping in one of our Alliance churches, my daughters told

me I was so exuberant in my worship that they were a little embarrassed. I smiled and said,

“Get used to it girls, I can’t help it!”

My prayer for our Alliance family is that we would be so intoxicated with the glory, the beauty,
the magnificence, and the splendour of Jesus that our worship will be uncontainable. The one
who is the First and the Last, the Living One, the One who holds the keys of death has entered
the room. Fall to your knees and lift your voice; it is time to celebrate! Declare with me, we
just can’t help it!

The Christian and Missionary
Alliance in Canada
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I WANT IT ALL

Jenna

had been in the Middle East for just five months

when a global pandemic interrupted all of my barely
established rhythms and routines. Language lessons
cancelled, activities restricted, gatherings of any kind
prohibited, and now fully cut off from the people I
came to share Jesus with. I had been on the ground just
long enough to find a place to live, complete necessary
paperwork, obtain a residence visa, and get a driver’s
licence. But I had only just begun forming relationships,
none deep enough to withstand social distancing and
online communication. I found myself asking, “What

am I doing here?”

Moving to the Middle East alone felt like a hard yes
and there have been countless changes in plans along
the way. Yet this is where I sensed Him calling, so I
went. Five months in, when nothing looked the way I

thought it should, I began arguing.

“Jesus, I said yes to going to the Middle East. I gave up
a good job, my cozy apartment and all that filled it. I
gave up living close to my friends while their kids grow
up. I'm not there to help my family. I left a ministry role
I'loved. I gave up familiarity and comfort in hopes these
people could have access to You. Now I can’t even go
outside. How am I supposed to live here? What do you

want from me?”

As I demanded an explanation, I sensed a gentle
answer. “I want it all... I did not spare my own Son for
you but gave Him up, how will I not also, graciously
give you all things?” (Rom. 8:32). This was not a new
argument for me. It was the same argument I voiced
when I was told to stay in Canada for a year longer
than I planned, when the location for my overseas
apprenticeship changed, when I found myself stranded
in an unfamiliar city because of an April snowstorm.
It’s the argument I pull out when life doesn’t go how I

planned; “Jesus, I said yes and gave you all these things,

why aren’t you coming through?” I said, “You can have
it all”, but I picked up the pieces of all the things Jesus
has asked of me, in case I ever need to remind Him.
Five months into life overseas, I had to say yes again,

trusting that Jesus works all things for good.

Jesus has already done more than I could ever have
imagined. He does not owe me an explanation or a
road map. He asks me to give Him everything and
then says, “I have so much more for you!” Jesus
Himself is all sufficient and God already gave Him for
us. All I will ever need, all that could actually satisfy,
all the world is longing for... is there in Jesus. God is
not withholding good; He holds all things and longs to

lavish His goodness on us.

Reflecting on her first year overseas, Elizabeth Elliot
wrote, “We should not be surprised at the mysterious
ways in which our loving Father works all things together
for good”! During my unplanned year in Canada before
moving overseas, I began mentoring a teenage girl. One
day she asked me “Do you think Jesus loves me enough
that He would change all your plans this year, because
He knew I needed someone?” I did not hesitate in my

answer, “Yes, He loves you that much?”

When life looks nothing like we planned, we can trust
that the One who holds all things is surely working out
something far better than we could have imagined. <

Jenna grew up in Alberta. She completed a Bachelor of Nursing and
later received a Diploma of Christian Studies from Ambrose Seminary.
Jenna is a global ministries apprentice in the Middle East and is currently
working among a least-reached South Asian people group. Learn more at
cmacan.org/jw

1 Elliot, Elisabeth. Made for The Journey: One
Missionary’s First Year in the Jungles of Ecuador. 1998.
Reprint., Grand Rapids: Revell, 2018.
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D.S. Martin is Poet-in-Residence at
McMaster Divinity College. Read his
full bio on page 25.
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STARGAZER

From my high tower first I saw it rise

the harbinger portending divine birth

a bright horizon star in the night skies
announcing heaven coming down to earth

Our caravan soon followed trade routes west
in search of a grand palace for this king

but over a poor town it came to rest

& local prophesies said the same thing

Would it be safe for us to see his face

or would such glory strike us to our death?

We each brought gifts with us in a jewelled case
& knelt before the door & held our breath

His mother laughed with joy when we inquired

To worship the God-child all we desired
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Does your current work have
anything to do with being on

mission? Does what you do from nine to
five have any relationship to the expansion of the

Kingdom of God on earth?

These questions get at an underlying narrative that
still plays in the back of our minds when we think
about being a ‘missionary’: that it is an endeavour for
the specially called and trained, who give up what they
were, to become something else in order to present

Christ to the nations.
That simply isn’t so.

In the 2000-year history of the spread of the Gospel,
it is only in the last 200 years that mission agencies
have emerged to formally train and send missionaries.
The Gospel had already spread globally without them
because Christians, “as they were going” around the
world in their regular and professional lives, discipled

the people they encountered along the way.

Steve and Laurie are currently living on mission as
medical professionals in the Arabian Gulf and are
connected with our team there. Steve describes how

he sees his work as his mission in this way:

10 - Fall 2020

“Let me answer this one as if I never left Vancouver.

In a big city like Vancouver, living the rented-
apartment life, I never knew who lived next to me. One
day, I learned that my neighbours, who I thought were
new, had been there over 9 months, and when they left
and were replaced, I didn’t find out until months later.
Meanwhile, I saw the people who I trained and worked
with on a very frequent basis and we started to become
good friends.

These people came from all sort of different worldviews
and backgrounds—Christian, post-Christian, Muslim,
agnostic, quasi-buddhist, etc. Even those with Church
connections had little time (or reason) to walk through
church doors given how full their lives were with work
and family. However, they had time for me—and I for
them—because we shared our work.

I'm not going to pretend that I was the only person God
had put in their path, however, I think that He allowed

me to be a part of their lives for that time for a reason.
There were opportunities for the kinds of authentic,
vulnerable conversations that can only happen between
friends; it’s in these conversations that we start to reveal
who we are as we learn about each other. This is where
Jesus starts to become more and more evident in our

lives in a real and practical way.

In the Arabian Gulf, I am not doing anything different
than when I was in Vancouver, and my hope is that
similar connections will form over time. They do
take time though—in busy fields like medicine,
relationships seem to form in slow motion. You might
not really get to talk with someone every week at a
deep level, but if you do so every couple of months

over a few years, things progress.

Everyone in their place of work will connect with
people that they wouldnt otherwise connect
with-people who have different backgrounds and
worldviews. This is what God intended, and it is

hardly unique to working overseas.

If we work as if we were working for Jesus, we truly
become a “living sacrifice.” This sort of dedication
doesn’t allow us to treat work as a means to an end.
As Christians, we are called to work hard and be
excellent in what we do. I glorify God every day that I
do my job well. Sometimes that means signing up for
unpleasant duties, sometimes it means being willing
to take risks that others are fearful of, sometimes it
means helping others shine. Work is worship. Some
weekends, instead of singing in church, I am in the
hospital managing difficult cases, dealing with
demanding patients’ families, and trying to keep
people from falling through the cracks of a medical
system-I come home exhausted and collapse. I
think Jesus receives that the same way He receives
an alabaster jar of perfume shattered over His feet
and wiped with our hair and tears. He wants all of
us, after all, not just 10% of our income and songs
on Sundays; He wants our 24/7/365, our 110%, our
utmost for His highest.”

Then Jesus came to them
and said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Therefore
go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely
I am with you always, to the
very end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18-20

S
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Most translators remind us
that Christ’s main command in
Matthew 28:19 is not GO, but to
DISCIPLE. Christ is saying: “Get

going, then, and make disciples!”
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God gave you skills, apprenticeships, certifications,
degrees, and years of experience that enable you to
enter into the lives of others here in Canada and around
the world. Furthermore, if you have a desire to impact
others cross culturally who have not experienced the
gospel message of Christ, don't feel that you have to
give up your occupation, drop everything, and re-train
in order to go overseas as a “full-time missionary.” As
God once said to Moses: “What’s in your hand?” In
his case it was a shepherds’ staff, and that’s what God
used! What’s in your hand?

In the coming months you will be hearing more about
how we, as the Canadian Alliance family, are preparing

a pathway for you to engage your profession in our

begin your journey.

Further Reading

The Call: Finding and Fulfilling the Central Purpose of
Your Life by Os Guinness

Every Good Endeavor: Connecting Your Work to God’s
Work by Tim Keller

Kingdom Calling: Vocational Stewardship for the
Common Good by Amy Sherman

Work Matters: Connecting Sunday Worship to Monday
Work by Tom Nelson

Work: A Kingdom Perspective on Labor by Ben
Witherington

12 - Fall 2020

global mission. But don’t wait for that. Start here and
now. Your nine to five has everything to do with the

expansion of the Kingdom of God on earth.
“As you are going” in your workplace, make disciples.

Your work is your mission. Your mission is your work.

Where, and to whom, can your work take you? «

Harv serves as the Director of Candidate Recruitment for the Alliance
Canada, focused on developing Christian professionals as they engage their
lives and vocations in the marketplace as global ambassadors. Harv's wife
Becky is a professional Family Resilience Coach, specializing in international
worker families. They live and serve from their home base in Calgary, AB.

Visit alliancecanada.scatterglobal.com to begin exploring how
you can use your profession overseas to share the Gospel.

Contact Harv Matchullis at harvey.matchullis@cmacan.org to

Callings: Twenty Centuries of Christian Wisdom on
Work by William Placher

Vocation: Discerning Our Callings In Life by Douglas

Schurrman

Let Your Life Speak: Listening for the Voice of Vocation
by Parker Palmer

Culture Making: Recovering our Creative Calling by
Andy Crouch

Courage ¢ Calling by Gordon T Smith

THE WIND BLOWS
WHERE IT WISHES

Sherif §. Hanna, MD, FRCSC, FACS.

Ayoung 14-year-old boy, named Andrew*, came to
the clinic complaining of severe abdominal pain
and distension. In desperation, his parents brought him
to our little Christian hospital. They said they had taken
him to many doctors and hospitals for the past two
years but without any benefit. His mother said she had
sold her gold dowry to pay for his medical treatment

without any result.

I had just returned from a trip and was tired but
decided to stop by our surgery clinic, to say hello
to my colleagues, before I went up to rest in our
apartment one floor above the clinic. I was not on call,
but as soon as I saw the distended abdomen of this
young boy and looked at his X-ray, I knew we needed

to operate on him very quickly. The parents had no

money. I told them not to worry about this, and that
we would take care of Andrew for free. They agreed
to let us operate. By God’s grace we were able to cure
his problem. He recovered well and went home; his

parents were very grateful.

A year later Andrew’s mother returned to our surgery
clinic looking for me. She had a surgical problem that
needed an operation. Again, she had no money for the
operation. At this point, she opened up and expressed
her profound gratitude to us for saving her son’s life
and said spontaneously “whoever is your God, I am
willing to follow Him.” I told her my God is Jesus
Christ and she accepted Him.

“The wind blows where it wishes...” (John 3:8).

cmacan.org - 13
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About a year ago Mary*, who works in the hospital, came to me and said: “John*, who

works in the hospital, wants to know more about Jesus and no one is talking to him”.

So I invited John* for coffee and he accepted. As
we sipped our coffee and chatted, I asked him if cc
he was interested in reading the Bible together.

He agreed. So we started reading in the Gospel of WhOGV@]’ IS yOLlr
John once a week. GOd, ]am Wllllﬂg

to follow Him.

“The wind blows where it wishes...” (John 3:8).

He eventually told me about his dreams. In one

of his dreams, he was sitting in the dark with two

Christian friends, one on each side of him. He then saw a door with a bright light
coming through the door. He did not see anyone but heard a voice beckoning him
to come. The voice said, “Do you want to come with me or stay there?” John asked,
“How can I come?” The voice said: “Ask them” referring to his two Christian friends.
When John looked to the right, his friend on his right side was gone. John said to the
voice: “He is gone.” The voice said again: “Ask them” again referring to his Christian
friends. John looked to his left, only to find that his other Christian friend was also
gone. Then John said to the voice “How can I ask them when they are gone?” The

voice told him “765” and the dream was over!

After much searching and puzzling over the meaning of this number 765, he

decided that the voice was referring to the Gospel of Matthew (chapters

7, 6 and 5.)—in other words, The Sermon on the Mount in Matthew
chapters 5, 6 and 7.

- He asked me to read the Sermon on the Mount with him. I also told him

;;___- that Jesus is the door (gateway to eternal life). John is still struggling

to believe. Pray for John to enter through the door. Pray that John will

overcome his fears and hesitation and cross the line in faith.
“The wind blows where it wishes...” (John 3:8).

These two real life stories encourage all of us to let the Holy Spirit lead us as
He draws people to believe in Jesus Christ as the Messiah. You never know when
a small act of kindness or an invitation for coffee will lead to a profound spiritual

conversation and a God-ordained encounter.

*The names have been changed to protect the people involved

Dr. Sherif Hanna is a Canadian Surgeon, who spent most of his adult life in Canada. Six years ago he and his wife
Mary-Lou went to work in a small Christian hospital in North Africa. Sherif and Mary-Lou Hanna have been married
for 43 years and have two grown-up children and six grandchildren. Learn more at cmacan.org/smh

MINISTERING ANGEL

A dusty track curves into the wilderness Two walk
eventually veering from that road across a land of dry stones
one in physical form led by one unseen

We hover just beyond his perception
waiting & watching as he’s left to walk
deeper into desert alone on his slow
slow fast At his lowest point of bodily
ability he’s offered devilbread an all-
for-nothing chance a birth-right deal
a piece of fruit dangling from a forbidden
branch He’s offered a glorious Kidron
Valley swandive into fame & a means-
justifying short-cut to a name

above every name

It is written he replies
& as Satan skulks away we bring better bread
& rest from all those lies

Please note Ministering Angel was first published in the journal
The Windhover in August 2020.

D.S. Martin is Poet-in-Residence at McMaster Divinity College.
Read his full bio on page 25.
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Mike and Cindy Schmidt - :.-".III R
“We are currently on Home Assignment in PY and MD are both part of Buddhist families, L O V E P\ O F A L L : _r-_ 5 \"_ L
Canada, but when we live in Phnom Penh,  however, they attended church with us, prayed with A et T

the Capital City of Cambodia, we facilitate a student
centre. This creates opportunities to connect with a
variety of university students while teaching English
and computers, and hanging out. During these times,
we were able to break the barriers that normally exists
between students and teachers. As these relationships
grow, God orchestrates conversations where students
ask questions about our lives and things they see us
doing that were different.

We use social media to maintain a connection with
students who have left the centre, allowing us to be a
part of their major life events and sharing the love of
Jesus with them along the way. Some of these online
friendships have matured beyond messages and have
become deep and lasting friendships that extend into

the student’s families.

A pair of best friends, PY and MD, were some of
our earliest students at the Phnom Penh Student

us, and they understand that our God is different than
their parent’s god. Often, when we meet up with them,
the conversation circles back to Jesus and we continue
to share His love with them. We pray that Jesus would
continue to draw them near and that they would have

a desire for the salvation that comes from Him alone.

Although they both know who Jesus is, PY and MD do
not follow Him yet, but we cannot give up. Every time
God gives us the opportunity to connect with them, it
opens the door for us to share Jesus with them (whether
by action or deed). We, as followers of Christ, need
to continue planting and watering the seeds in the
lives of everyone that we know. In His own time, God
will draw those who are lost and seeking something
different to Him. It is our role to show Christ through
our lives and proclaim His love every chance we get. t
Mike and Cindy Schmidt have been serving as IWs in Cambodia in both

Siem Reap and Phnom Penh for the last seven years. Their primary focus has
been education with Cindy focused on English and Mike working with local

Paula Sampang

began my eight-month internship at North Shore
IAlliance Church (NSAC) in September 2019 as a part
of my theology degree at Ambrose University. Moving
from Calgary to beautiful North Vancouver was just as
easy as finding a place of belonging at NSAC.

At NSAC, I was involved in youth, outreach, and
conversational English ministry. Everyone around
me knows these eight months were amazing for
many reasons. The biggest reason is what Jesus did in
me. I quickly learned that the Lord was much more
concerned about what He was doing in me on this
internship rather than through me. I went away from
my internship experience with a deeper knowledge

of who Jesus is and a passion to lead the Church to

..
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Centre. Soon after they started coming to the centre, pastors and church leaders. They are currently on Home Assignment and are respond to Him. =4
they adopted Cindy into their friendship and that planning to return to Cambodia in 2021. Learn more at cmacan.org/mcs : - -5
. . . . One of NSAC’s core values is the “mosaic mentality.” ; B i
relationship has continued to grow over the last six i
- : 1 They celebrate an expression of the Church that is il
years. We often invited them over to our house, and in = | | | b q 1 Pt T
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were part of their families. ‘ o ‘ 2
it became a deep conviction of mine that Jesus loves all T
i 1
people and He calls His church to do the same. T ] 'r“-.i-,r
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He is calling His church to simultaneously honour the
elderly and champion the next generation. I love that
Joel prophesies an intergenerational revival with old
men dreaming dreams and young men seeing visions
(Joel 2:28). As difficult as this may be at times, let us
be people that cultivate an expression of the church

that includes all generations.
Jesus: a lover of all ethnicities

One evening, a pastor and I were getting ready to run
our conversational English group. Before our program
started, we heard the doorbell ring. It was an Iranian
couple who were not familiar to either of us. The
couple revealed they were Muslim and asked if they
could spend some time praying in our sanctuary. We
said yes and observed them curiously as they sat in our
pews praying. This had never happened to us. After
they were finished, we invited them to conversational
English and engaged in theological conversations. I
and the other pastor were shocked that they wandered

18 - Fall 2020

Photo courtesy of Paula Sampang

into our church unannounced wanting to meet God.
But why were we surprised? Why were we surprised
that the Lord, who is actively pursuing all people,

wanted to introduce them to His bride?

It is clear from Abraham’s calling to be a father of
many nations to John’s prophetic vision of the great
multitude from every nation worshipping the Lamb,
that the people of God are to be a multi-ethnic
expression. Isaiah 56:7 witnesses to this, “..for my
house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.”
Several centuries later, Jesus quotes this passage as He
clears the temple (Matthew 21). The Lamb Himself
is calling the church to be a house where every tribe
and tongue are radically accepted, included, and
celebrated. Jesus, a lover of all ethnicities is calling His

bride to do the same.

Jesus: a lover of the rich and poor

I had the privilege of teaching at NSAC’s Coffee Time
ministry afew times during my internship. Coffee Time
is a mid-week service hosting North Vancouver’s most
vulnerable. Each week, one hundred people gather in
NSAC’s basement to receive coffee, fellowship, a short
sermon, and $10 grocery cards. This ministry seeks to
bring people from the margins and enfold them into
intimate fellowship with Christ and His people. This
ministry runs on the core truth that the hope in Jesus

is for all people, regardless of their economic status.

Through my involvement, Jesus reminded me that
both the wealthy and the impoverished are welcome
at His table. Until we can feast together at the banquet
Jesus is preparing for us, He calls His bride to invite

people of all statuses to our tables. Thus, let us be the

WAMBROSE

UNIVERSITY
'

Church that actively seeks out the underprivileged
stranger for the sake of love.

I met this Jesus on my internship. The pursuer of
people of all ages, of every ethnicity, and from all
walks of life. I am in awe of this loving Lord who has
met my brokenness with love and empowers me to
love those around me with the same compassion. My
prayer is that the Church would continue to fulfill its
role in the barrier-breaking mission of God. That is—
to be a signpost pointed to the Kingdom of Heaven,
where every tribe and tongue are wholly loved in the
presence of the living God. ¢

Paula Sampang is a student of Ambrose University majoring in Intercultural
Studies. Born in the Philippines, but raised in Calgary, Alberta. Her home

church is River of Life Alliance Church. She is passionate about social
justice, revival in the church, and travelling!
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CITIZENS OF
NOWHERE

Chantelle

Persecuted people are easy to ignore until you see their faces and hear

their stories. Once you do, everything changes.

I sat in my refugee friend’s living room as she shared about her life back in
Myanmar. Using Google Earth to find her actual village, we could clearly
see the charred pieces of land that were left after the late 2017 burnings of
the Rohingya villages by the army as they pushed this unwanted people
group out of the country.

Speaking fondly of their simple country existence, she showed me where
the school and the market had once been. In marked contrast, she also
spoke of the constant fear of military crackdowns and abuse of her people.
Her family’s story is common - her father left to find a job in another
country and after a few years sent money so the family could join him.
The only route available was via illegal human traffickers. She spoke very
little about that horrible journey, but enough to know people died along
the way, starvation was a real threat, women were raped, and men beaten

and even murdered.

She arrived in a country where Rohingya have no legal rights to claim
citizenship, to work, or access education or health care. She has no passport
or identity card other than a UNHCR card that marks her simply as a
refugee. Daily life is an endurance of being marginalized, unwanted, cursed
at, told to leave, or even threatened with death. No one seems to understand

that she has no home to which she can return.

Years ago, most of this people group were found within the confines of
western Myanmar, beyond the reach of outsiders, behind barbed wire
fences and military outposts. However, with the mass genocide and
persecution of late 2017, 1 million Rohingya have fled Myanmar
into refugee camps in Bangladesh and through human traffickers to

surrounding countries as well.

This mass exodus has created many new opportunities to access this least-

Locations determined from this UN report: Report of OHCHR mission to Bangladeshlinterviews with Rohingyas fleeing from Myanmar since 9 October 2016. Approximate locations of former Rohingya villages
PDF file. July 20, 2020. https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/MM/FlashReport3Feb2017.pdf in Rakhine State, Myanmar. Map Data: ©2020

Google, Image © 2020 Maxar Technologies. as “citizens of nowhere” But God in His sovereignty has redeemed the

reached people group. Their daily reality is that the world considers them
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situation by bringing them to places where they can
hear that they are loved, and that God wants each of
them to belong to His family and to enjoy their place
at His table.

In recent years, God’s people have been able to bring
important help in the form of education programs,
social support and mentorship opportunities, and
emergency food aid programs during the COVID-19
lockdowns. But beyond all these things, we want to
address the deeper need of hope. The inner hope of
knowing you are loved and wanted fills an internal
need that is greater than any physical need. For the
Rohingya who have suffered unimaginable trauma
and suffering for years, this hope is the deepest need

of their souls.

Talking about the Kingdom of God has been powerful
with my Rohingya friend. She was amazed at the words
in Luke 13:29, hearing that people will come from all
over the world, from the east, west, north, and south,
to take their place at the feast in the Kingdom of God.
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We talked about how her religion is about pursuing
God by following their rules perfectly to try to obtain
“points” for Heaven. To hear, instead, about a loving
God who pursues His people and who longs for a close
relationship with her is an entirely different story.

Jesus is the one who makes the difference.

For our refugee friends, it’s a beautiful gift of hope to
know that they are invited into the beautiful mosaic
of God’s Kingdom. Belonging is a powerful gift we
can all give to refugees around the world. Belonging
not only in your homes, culture, and country, but into
the ultimate hope of belonging to the God who sees
them, loves them, and wants them. Don’t miss the
opportunity to invite them into that. «

Chantelle and her husband Paul work with refugees in the Asian Spice
region, after having served 8 years in the Desert Sand region. She works
passionately on justice issues for the marginalized and loves program
design, teaching, and tackling complex development issues. In her spare

time she loves to hike, drink coffee, create and plan the next adventure
with the family. Learn more at cmacan.org/pcm
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This year the Justice and Compassion catalogue is
entirely online. Your generosity impacts lives by
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IDRASH ON THE LORD’S PRAYER
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Our Father simultaneously far & near -{‘/g‘ .
my insufficient fear could never drive me .
to dive deep as Titanic ¥
on the wide Atlantic’s floor Ir
for there’s nowhere to hide :
or if I tried an astro-Jonah
scooting to some far star
that’s where youd be
especially for me since you've made .
a walking temple of this aging cage of bones
that could never contain you
& though your notorious silence
shakes the last leaf from my tree
I can’t push you from my consciousness
stress only what I see
for this shrivelling balloon of a world
would be so hollow in your absence
& my only escape from blame
would seep away
Hallowed be your name

TIATEP NHUWV O EV TOLG OVPAVOLG

+ aytacdntw To ovopa cov
4

eABetw n Pactiela oov yevnOntw

10 OeAnpa oov wg ev ovpavw Kat
ETL TNG YNG

TOV APTOV NUWV TOV EMOVOLOV

dog nutv onpepov

KAl aAQeG NULY Ta o@ethnpata
NUWV WG KO NHELG APLEUEY TOLG

OPELNETALG MWV

KAL U1 ELOEVEYKNG NUAG ELG
TELPACHOV AAAa puoaL NUAG ATIO
TOV TTIOVI|POL OTL GOV EGTLY 1|
Baotheta kat n Suvautg kat n Sofa

E1G TOVG ALWVAG ANV

We pray for what is & what will be your divinity
spreading kingdom seed into its valuable dying
so that whatis grows & so reality
subtracts our macro-negativity from our micro-good & so =
our mess doesn’t mess with your sovereignty '-
as if it ever could

to buy flour

Give us this day bread
with strawberry jam
even if made by our own hands

for though I worked for coins
& I worked the dough before
it went into the pan

& I helped hull berries for
the slow rolling hosanna

without sun & rainshower
thered be no grain

or berries ripening in rows

of Christ

We shall not live by bread alone
but by every sweet jewel

I know my mind forges manacles & the keys

my heart jingles are slow .\
to click in those rusty locks so the miry Eﬁ @
SOITOW 2

of those who've wronged me
will be a swamp they must wallow in

May we release ourselves

as you have already released us
for it’s not until the last chain falls away that we ['l
go free i
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Lead us not into sensation but deliver us from '*”;,_'-'T
revealing what we think proves us right ket
Uncover our hiding Rip sunglasses i

from our faces our defence
against sunlight on into the night

Spit on our eyes or pluck them right out

to be made new & without offense

Amen

D.S. Martin is Poet-in-Residence at McMaster Divinity College, the
Series Editor for the Poiema Poetry Series, the editor behind three

poetry anthologies, and author of four poetry collections—the

most recent of which is Ampersand (2018, Cascade). He and his
wife Gloria have two sons, one of whom is an Alliance pastor.
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Rev. Christopher Smith

hese three words are repeated six times every single

Sunday in my congregation as the congregational
response to the communion liturgy. We pray them in
earnest that the third person of the Godhead would
make His presence known in our gathering and would
mediate to us the elements of the Lord’s Supper. In the
time of worship that precedes the preached word and
the celebration of the table, we might sing lyrics like
“Holy Spirit you are welcome here;” or “Spirit lead me
where my trust is without borders // Let me walk upon

the waters // Wherever You would call me.”

At the end of every service we pray together our
vision prayer' which includes the petition for God to
transform us into “Spirit-filled” people. I imagine that
the experience in your congregation is similar, if not
even more focused on the Holy Spirit than mine, and
yet I have noticed that even though
we seem to be asking for the Holy
Spirit to come into our worship,
fellowship, and discipleship more
today in the C&MA than we have in
generations, were not always sure
what we are supposed to be asking
Him to do when He makes Himself
known. This is where I have found
the legacy of A.B. Simpson and his
intentionally Christ-centred theology
of the Holy Spirit to be of great help
in untangling these questions.

Knowing what Simpson believed about the relationship
between Christ and the Holy Spirit can be illuminating.
For Simpson, the incarnate Christ’s dependence upon
the Holy Spirit was instructional; He lived not out of
His own power but out of the power of the Spirit for

1 O God, with all our hearts, we long for You.
Come, transform us to be Christ-centred, Spirit-
empowered, Mission-focused people, multiplying

disciples everywhere.

Were not always
sure what we are
supposed to be
asking Him to do
when He makes
Himself known.

our sake. In that way, we could know the power that is
available to us as a real gift and not as an impossible
aspiration for “as surely as He overcame through the

2

Holy Ghost, so may we.”

In this way, Simpson understood the believer’s
experience of God to be fully and unreservedly centred
on the person of Jesus Christ. The basic premise of
Simpson’s argument in his famous sermon, Himself, is
that all of the benefits of a life in Christ come only, and
fully, when the believer seeks Christ, “himself,” rather
than the benefits themselves. Even more than that, the
real blessings are not to be found in vitality or miracles
or wisdom or power, but in union with Christ. He,
Himself, is the precious treasure of the Christian life.
Simpson understood that this union was accomplished
through the Spirit. Not that the union was with the

Spirit, but that the Spirit makes

1 possible, through His indwelling,

the union of the believer with Christ.
The Spirit comes to the believer not
as a distinct person (although He
certainly is) but as the Spirit who has
dwelled in Christ and who brings
with Him the abiding presence of
Christ as a product of that union
with Jesus in the incarnation. In all
ways therefore, what the Holy Spirit
brings us is a union centred in, and

wholly dependent upon Christ.

For this reason Simpson taught that the union is
obtained is by seeking Christ Himself, and not by
seeking the Holy Spirit. It is easy to see how being
instructed to seek this baptism of the Spirit would lead
someone to conclude that what they are looking for is a

2 A. B. Simpson, “The Holy Spirit” or “Power
from on High” All Volumes, Combined edition
(CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform,
2017), 104.
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fuller experience of the Holy Spirit, but a more careful
examination of what Simpson teaches here reveals that
it is not the Spirit who is sought in baptism, but Christ.

“He [Jesus] is able to clear it all away. Come to His
blessed feet, come to His sprinkled blood, come to His
throne of grace, come to the great Sacrifice, come to the
cross of Calvary, come to the great High Priest, come to
Jesus, and He will cleanse you by His blood, and baptize
you with His Holy Spirit.”?

What Simpson is saying here is that we do not get the
Holy Spirit by seeking the Spirit—we get the Spirit by
seeking Christ. Jesus is the material cause of our filling
as well as the instrumental cause. A mistake that some
people make is that they picture Christ as far away in
the heavenlies at the right hand of God while the Spirit
is intimately connected with them and thus favour the
Spirit—however this is not the case, because the Spirit
indwells us not with His own presence, but with the
very presence of Christ. The life to which the Holy
Spirit brings the believer is the life of Christ—not the
life of the Spirit, “to be filled with the Spirit, then, is
to be filled with Christ, and so live that our constant
experience and testimony will be, “I live; yet not I, but

»4

Christ lives in me...

The vision prayer of the C&MA in Canada is that we
would be a movement of people who long for God,
and who long to be transformed into Christ-centred,
Spirit-empowered, and Mission-focused people. This
lines up well with Simpson’s dual priorities of the
Deeper Life in Christ, and hastening Christ’s return by
proclaiming the Gospel to all peoples. Being Christ-
centred and Mission-focused are the two pillars that
the movement was built upon, but what about our

prayer to be Spirit-empowered? Although not as

3 A. B. Simpson, The Names of Jesus
(CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform,
2014), chap. 14.

4 Simpson, “The Holy Spirit” or “Power from on
High” All Volumes, 131.
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explicit, Simpson would have wholeheartedly agreed
with this priority because the work and empowering
of the Holy Spirit is the means by which the believer
can be both Christ-centred and Mission-focused. The
Holy Spirit is the connective tissue between the goal
of spiritual union with Christ and the goal of physical
reunion with Christ in His return. He is the one that

makes it all possible!

When we ask the Holy Spirit for guidance, what we are
asking for is for Him to give us the mind of Christ.

When we ask the Holy Spirit for power for holy living,
it is the power of the resurrected Christ that we are
seeking in our lives through the union that the Spirit

makes possible.

13

What we are really asking
for is more of Jesus.

When we pray “Come Holy Spirit,} what we are really
asking for is more of Jesus. And whether that Holy
Spirit language that we are rediscovering in many of our
churches is familiar and comforting to you, or strange
and worrying—if what we are seeking is more of Jesus,
I hope that is something we can all agree with. =

Chris Smith is on the Board of Directors at The Christian and Missionary
Alliance. He is pastoring in Winnipeg at The Bridge Church. He is married to

Joanna, and together they have two sons and one daughter. Chris would
consider himself to be a hobbyist when it comes to Transformer robots.
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JESUS WHERE
ARE YOU?

Bryan

30 - Fall 2020

eath is an oxymoron. It is tragically divisive in the
D indescribable loss and separation it brings, yet it
is also incredibly unifying in that we are all impacted
by it. Death, and the rocky path of grief that follows,
leads us to ask many deep and sincere questions as
we try to make sense of it all. An important question
that we ask as followers of Jesus during this journey is
simply; “Jesus, where are you?” I know that I personally
asked this question while feeling the sting of death in

my new hometown.

My name is Bryan and I am an international worker
in the Middle East. My wife and I were sent from
the Western Canadian District and have been on
the field for about a year and a half. We live in a
small town amongst the Yaz people as we learn their
language, discover their holistic needs, and live out
our faith as followers of Jesus. I am excited to share
the story of how I met Jesus while mourning a death

in our community.

One beautiful spring day I was taking out our garbage. I
opened my front door and was greeted with a beautiful
blue sky and the gentle warmth of the sun. I walked a

few meters up the street to the garbage bin.

When I turned back towards my front door, I saw my
friend and neighbour, Gary, sitting on a red plastic
chair in front of his house. Gary, who is normally a
kind and warm man, was postured in such a way that I

knew he was deeply burdened and hurting.

I stopped and greeted him in his language and heard
the heart-wrenching news that his uncle, who was
also our landlord’s brother, had died of a stroke in the
early hours of the morning. I learned that the three-
day, traditional funeral was to begin that day and, after
quickly rearranging my schedule, I went with Gary to
the funeral gathering.

We slowly walked through a small segment of the streets
in our community. When we turned right, I immediately
saw the large circle of red plastic chairs and a multi-

coloured canvas tent set up in the middle of the street.

We joined the ever-growing congregation of local men
that drank heavily sweetened black tea as they talked
together. I sat quietly and listened, only adding to the
conversation periodically. I wanted to keep the focus
on simply being physically present while mourning
this deep loss with my new friends in the community.
I left a few hours later and promised to return for the

next two days.

I arrived at dusk on the second day to the sounds of a
local religious man sharing from the holy texts of the
dominant religion in the community. I closed my eyes
and began to invite the presence of Jesus over me and
the community at large. I raised my question to Jesus,

asking where He was to be found in these moments.

Ileft that evening and returned the following morning
for the traditional feast. Once again, I asked Jesus the
same question as I sat in my red plastic chair. I sensed
that I needed to look up. I was blown away by what I
saw. Jesus was sitting on the cement roof of one of the
homes on the street. He smiled at me with deep love
in His eyes. I sensed that something wonderful was

about to happen.

An hour later, I was talking with another man
from the community. He shared that, as he had
been watching me during the funeral, he could tell
that I was a good man based on my behaviour and
presence. He also told me that my wife and I were
now members of the community. I thanked him for
his truly kind words. I found Jesus in my vision, yet
my hope is that these men caught a glimpse of Him
as I mourned alongside them. t

Bryan, and his wife Jessyka, are international workers in the Silk Region.
Read more about them at cmacan.org/bjm
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CELEBRATING
RAMADAN

Dave and Jen

t the beginning of Ramadan, the 30 days of fasting
for our Muslim friends, we woke up to a flurry
of text messages from our friends in North Africa.
Although they knew us as Jesus followers, they wished
us a ‘Ramadan Kareem’ (a generous Ramadan) because
we were good friends and we had celebrated many of

our feasts—Christmas and Easter—together in our

We didn’t always love Ramadan. When we first arrived
in North Africa in 2012, our expat friends warned us
about Ramadan. They would say things like, “It is the

» <

least productive time of the year” “Everything opens
late and closes early” “The taxi drivers are grumpy
and the shop keepers are sluggish.” Consequently, we

anticipated the month with worry and apprehension.

fast) with them. We gladly accepted these invitations,
only realizing later that these were made out of politeness

and few foreigners ever accepted such invitations.

On the appointed day we made a point to fast and
pray in preparation. Half an hour before sundown

our friends picked us up and we crammed into the

. back seat of their car as we raced to beat the call to

North African apartment. Unfortunately, we were no ) N ]
. _ : . Although Ramadan felt economically unproductive,  prayer indicating the end of the fast. The first hour
longer in North Africa, having made an emergency trip
| . we soon realized it was, more importantly, = was filled with voracious eating and drinking, the
back to Alberta a few days earlier for medical reasons.
- relationally rich. Our North African  next with quiet recovery, and the rest of the evening
We were heartbroken to be missing Ramadan, not only ] R .

i . . . neighbours are intensely proud of their = with laughter, games, and conversation intermingled
because it is a spiritually important time to show our _ i ; - i ) o ] ;
. , . Islamic heritage and quickly invited us, = with more eating and drinking lasting late into the
' friends Jesus’ love, but because we love our friends and

. the new foreigners, to Iftar (break the  night. We wouldn’t return home until midnight or
were dearly missing them.
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later and our friends would still complain that we

were leaving too early.

Soon we began to host our own Iftar, inviting the men
that worked in our building to a meal we prepared
especially for them. This led to reciprocating
invitations to visit them and their families in their
homes. We were invited to one Iftar for 500 people
where a good friend fed his whole neighbourhood
and seated us at the table of honour.

We discovered two amazing blessings when we
learned to anticipate rather than dread Ramadan.
First, our friends discovered how much we
loved them. Privately, in their homes they would
ask, “Why are you different than all the other
foreigners?” And often, before we could answer,
“We know it’s because you truly love God and you
love us too don’t you?” Second, after we celebrated

with them, they were excited to celebrate Easter
and Christmas with us, trying turkey and mashed
potatoes, and giving us a doorway to share about
the relationship with Jesus that makes us so unique.

This year we learned another way to celebrate
Ramadan: via WhatsApp. Although we are across
the world from each other, we were able to send
messages, pictures, videos, and even video chat
as they celebrated. We trust God is using our
insufficient Arabic, vast physical distance, and our
love to show His love to His beloved people who do
not yet know Him fully, but will one day soon. ¢

Dave and Jen serve a unique group of least-reached people called North
Africans. After graduating from Ambrose, they served at an Alliance
church. In 2012, Global Ministries approached Dave and Jen with a
wonderful opportunity to serve in the Desert Sand region as international

workers (IWs). They served with their family for six years. Learn more at
cmacan.org/djd

PATHWAYS

developing emerging leaders in C&MA
distinctive theology and ministry practice

GOUTER
IARC-EN-CIEL

Lorilee Jespersen

Tandis que nous nous préparions a la Conférence du district
2019, léquipe du District Saint-Laurent a senti que le
Seigneur lexhortait a prendre le temps de confesser ensemble
ses péchés comme on l'avait fait lors de ’Assemblée générale

earn an undergraduate or graduate certificate in

theology through remote learing classes, while
participating in hands-on mentored ministry in your
church or community.
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antérieure, mais surtout par rapport au Québec et aux
réalités d’ici. Un groupe de pasteurs et d’intercesseurs
a discerné un certain nombre de problémes clés que
Dieu semblait porter a leur attention a titre de péchés
ou de combats communs que ceux dentre nous qui
ceuvrent dans cette région du royaume de Dieu doivent
surmonter. Nous nous sommes alors employés a nous
préparer en vue d’une réunion de priere dirigée a

Iintention de tous les délégués.

Jétais responsable surtout de la derniere catégorie
- découragement et désespoir -, des sentiments qui
parfois nous envahissent lorsque nous labourons le
sol dur du Québec. J’avais du mal a savoir exactement
comment terminer la priére et je lavais laissée
inachevée, a attendre la direction de Dieu. Le matin de
la Conférence du district, Dieu a semblé me réveiller
avec a lesprit un message plutdt étrange, « gotte l'arc-
en-ciel », et I'image d’un sachet de Skittles. Lorsque
jen ai fait part aux autres personnes concernées, nous
avons tous eu le sentiment que Dieu voulait que nous
repoussions le découragement, afin de retrouver lespoir
et la foi dans ses promesses pour le Québec. En guise
de geste prophétique, jai acheté des Skittles pour tous
les participants. Nous les avons remis a tout le monde
et nous avons réclamé l'arc-en-ciel que Dieu nous avait
donné comme symbole de ses promesses. Nous avons
fait des déclarations treés claires et empreintes de foi

relatives au Québec.

Depuis le début de la pandémie, le Québec - Montréal
en particulier — affiche des arcs-en-ciel en guise de
gestes despoir. On les retrouve dans les fenétres, a
laéroport, dans les arrondissements de la ville et sur des
panneaux. Méme de célebres structures comme le pont
Jacques-Cartier, le stade olympique et 'hotel Marriot
du centre-ville s'illuminent chaque soir aux couleurs de
larc-en-ciel. La graphiste québécoise Karine Perreault
est lauteure de celui qui apparait sur les photos de

profils de Facebook.

Quand jai commencé a voir apparaitre des arcs-en-ciel

autour de moi, j’ai repensé a la Conférence du district ou

nous avions réclamé l'arc-en-ciel en guise de symbole
des promesses divines et déclaré avec foi que Dieu
ceuvrait et ceuvrerait avec puissance au Québec. Nous
continuons a y croire, et nombre de gens intercedent
pour quun réveil spirituel sy concrétise. Nous
constatons que des fils et des filles prodigues rentrent
a la maison. Mon mari et moi avons eu le privilege
d’aider récemment des gens qui sétaient associés par

le passé a notre ministere des jeunes revenir au Pere.

Je crois de tout mon cceur que les arcs-en-ciel que
nous voyons dans les fenétres et sur les batiments ne
constituent pas un effort de la part des étres humains
pour nous faire sentir bien, mais qu’il sagit plutot
d’une indication de la puissance divine a l'ceuvre ici
et partout ailleurs actuellement. Nous gottons déja
larc-en-ciel. Nous verrons saccomplir les promesses

de Dieu pour le Québec.

TASTE THE RAINBOW

s we were preparing for District Conference
A2019, our St Lawrence District team felt the
Lord’s prompting to engage in a time of corporate
confession similar to that of the previous General
Assembly, but particularly focused on Quebec and
our realities here. A group of pastors and intercessors
discerned a number of key issues that God seemed to
be highlighting as common sins or struggles needing
to be overcome for those of us working in this part
of God’s Kingdom. We carefully went to work to
prepare a time of guided prayer for all the delegates.

I was primarily responsible for the last category—
discouragement and despair—feelings that sometimes
come on us while working in the hard ground of
Quebec. I was having difficulty knowing exactly how
to finish the prayer and I had left it open, waiting
for God’s direction. The morning of the district
conference, God seemed to wake me up with a
somewhat strange message to “taste the rainbow;

and a picture of a package of Skittles. As I shared this

with the others involved we had a collective sense
that God wanted us to push back the discouragement,
and instead renew our sense of hope and belief in His
promises for this place. As a prophetic act I bought
skittles for all the participants. We handed them out to
everyone and claimed the rainbow as our God-given
symbol of His promises, making some very clear and

faith-filled declarations over Quebec.

Since the COVID-19 crisis, Quebec—Montreal in
particular—has displayed rainbows as an act of
hope. They are in windows, at the airport, in various
boroughs across the city, and on billboards all around
us. Even famous structures such as the Jacques Cartier
Bridge, the Big O, and the downtown Marriott Hotel
display rainbow-coloured lights every evening.
Quebecois graphic designer, Karine Perreault, is the
person behind the rainbow that is featured on profile

pictures on Facebook.

When I began to see the rainbow appear around

me, my mind went to that moment at the District

Vinere can |

Conference when we claimed the rainbow as a symbol
of God’s promises, and declared with faith that God is
moving, and is going to move, in mighty ways in this
place. We continue to believe this is true, and many are
pressing on in prayer for spiritual awakening through
this crisis. Stories are beginning to emerge of prodigals
coming home. My husband and I have had the privilege
of recently helping people who were once associated

with our youth ministry return to the Father.

With all my heart I believe that the rainbow we see
in windows and on buildings is not a human effort to
make us feel better, but it is an indication that God
is mightily at work here and everywhere right now.
We are tasting the rainbow even now. We will see the

fulfillment of His promises for this place. «

Lorilee Jespersen has been working with the C&MA within the St. Lawrence
District for the last 20 years. She is married to Troy Wiesner and together
they have four children and a dog. They are passionate about mobilizing
people of all ages for missions and are excited by the opportunities to
build God'’s kingdom in Montreal, Quebec where they are surrounded by
the nations.

Where can | experience Alliance missions en frangais while still studying in English?

Where can | go once and for all 1o improve my spoken and written francais?

Where can | go to get a solid Evangelical Theological Education?

Where can | get a Canadian University diploma with credits transferrable anywhere?

Where can | mix French and English courses in any proportion that | cheose, in the same program?
Where can | study while discovering great Canadian history and culture?

Where can | do an internship in an English, French or Chinese-speaking Church while studying?

CHOOSE the Minor in Pastoral Studies at ETEQ f Université Laval. COME to Montreal and be a gift to the Quebec Church.

Ecole da Théaingie Evangélinue du Ouébec e

Contact Viéronique at veronique.beaudin@eteq.ca
www.eteq.ca
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THE GOOD
SHEPHERD OF
MEXICO CITY

Dan and Jenica Van Essen

welcomed my friend at the front door of our apartment
building. We walked to the elevator and I could tell
that she seemed off. As we sat in the apartment, she
unloaded the many things that were weighing on her
heart and mind—she barely touched the coffee I had
poured for her. Stressful circumstances seemed to be

pressing in on every side.

When she ran out of words, we were both speechless.
I felt inadequate to help and prayed silently that Jesus
would give me wisdom as I walked with my friend
through this difficult time. I told her that I had no idea
what to do to help her, but I was confident that the
Good Shepherd would lead us.

I began to pray and halfway through the second
sentence my friend’s hands smacked down on the table.
“I can’t do this!” she cried. Anxiety was crawling over
her and she had a pounding headache; I knew right
away that they enemy was interfering. I explained to
my friend what I thought was happening and in the
name of Jesus I silenced the enemy and commanded

him not to interfere with what God was wanting to do.

What followed was a beautiful example of the Good
Shepherd speaking to His scared little lamb and
leading her through a dark valley to green pastures.

In a way that only He could, the Holy Spirit began
to address some things that had created bondage
in my friend’s life. He ministered His presence and

brought healing to some very painful memories.
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He shepherded her through repentance and
forgiveness. He brought to her mind a symbol
of witchcraft that she still had hidden away in
her house, forgotten, and she confidently knew
that she could destroy it without fear because

Jesus is the Victorious One.

Can I just say how relieved and grateful I am
that Jesus knew where to go and how to meet
my friend at that moment? I can confidently
say that my friend and I experienced Jesus that
day: the forgiveness of the Savior; the Healer’s
touch on painful memories; the Sanctifier’s
conviction and empowerment to take steps of
repentance and obedience; the Coming King’s

power to break every stronghold.
Do it again, Lord Jesus!

Will you pray for the people of Mexico City?
Many have been culturally conditioned with
an understanding of God the Father as distant,
cold, and vengeful. They prefer to, and even
feel that they need to, access God through the
Virgin of Guadalupe and the saints. It breaks
my heart, both that the Father they know looks
very little like that Father that Jesus revealed to
us in His earthly ministry, and that they turn to
saints even though their need for an intercessor

is met in Jesus Himself.

As you pray for Mexico City, will you pray that
Catholics, the Huichol and other indigenous
people, those who come from—or who have
turned to—atheism and other world religions,
would have a fresh revelation of Jesus? Pray,
that they would come to understand Jesus and
his work on the cross as described in Hebrews
2:14-15. =

Dan and Jenica are international workers in the Sun Region, you
can read more about them at cmacan.org/djv
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FRA ANGELICO’S
AGONY IN THE GARDEN
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I have stood on the hillside Fra Angelico depicts

where the gnarled roots of ancient olive trees

still intertwine & grow from the roots of even older trees
where twisted trunks & bent branches

suggest an endured agony of their own

where the weary disciples slept as Christ wept

on the hillside above Jerusalem

& the fresco shows Martha & Mary as they obey

Christ's command to watch & pray even though

it hadn’t been addressed to them

Holy Guido would have known olive groves
from the hillsides of Italy & devotion
which he represents through these sisters
But as I leaned against the fence that prevents
tourists from scratching their initials into olivewood
the only masterpiece I considered
knowing how short my perceptions fall
is the scene itself Its eternal significance
stirred in my mind brimming behind
my dark glasses

D.S. Martin is Poet-in-Residence at McMaster. Read his bio on page 25.

Photo courtesy of Richard Mortel. Fra Angelico, Agony in the Garden, ca. 1436-45;
Convent of San Marco, Florence. CC 2.0: some rights reserved.
https://www.flickrcom/photos/prof_richard/48768643721/

REL16H6-HS
NONES

Dr. Joel Thiessen

“Religious nones —those who
say they have no religion—

are the fastest growing “religious
group” in Canada, along with many
other modern Western nations.
Religious nones currently comprise
approximately = one-quarter  of
the Canadian adult population
and one-third of Canadas young
people. As you might imagine,
regional variations exist. Nearly
40% of those in British Columbia
say they have no religion, followed
by 34% in the Northern Territories,
one-quarter in the Prairies (led
by Alberta), one-fifth of those in
Ontario, 14% in the Maritimes, and
11% in Quebec.

How do you react to this data?
What is the first thing that comes
to mind when you hear the phrase
“religious nones?” What do you
know about religious nones? Do
you generally have positive or
negative perceptions or experiences
of religious nones? How does your
church talk, implicitly or explicitly,
aboutreligious nones? Whatis your
personal or collective theological
response to and engagement with

religious nones?

Evolution of rates of religious nones, by census
region, Canada, 1971-2016.

45%
39%

. British Columbia

35% » 34%
~ Northern Territories
25% 24% Prairies
[ ]
5% o139 \
() p
5% ~@5% 5% (Ns o \/\’.
$ 1% . ‘ ‘ ‘
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Source: 1971 census, 1981 census, 1985-2016 CND GSSs (N British Columbia = 35,497; N Prairies = 78,242; N Ontario = 99,591; N Quebec =
83,299; N Atlantic Canada = 83,093). Missing data for 19871988, 1997, 2002, and 2007 replaced by averages from preceding and posterior
years. Northern Canada: 1991 census, 2007 census, and 2011 NHS. All estimates weighted to be representative of general populations.

Age Pyramids for Religious Nones
and Religiously Affiliated
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Age pyramids for religious nones and the religiously affiliated (number estimates in 1000s), Canada, 2014. Source: Weighted estimates for
religious affiliation and nonaffiliation for each age group generated from 2014 CND (N = 32,299) GSSs. Estimates for population size of each age
group in 2014 based on Statistics Canada estimates (wwwS5.statcan.gc.ca).
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I recently co-authored a book on religious nones with
Dr. Sarah Wilkins-Laflamme (University of Waterloo)
for New York University Press—None of the Above:
Nonreligious Identity in the US and Canada. In our book
we explore who religious nones are, why and where they
are growing, and what impact they are having on today’s
societal and political trends. I am interested in this topic
both as a sociologist of a religion and as someone deeply
committed to my Christian faith and the local church.
As a social scientist, I maintain that data matters and tell
us something about social reality; data helps to dispel
misconceptions and myths that people hold which are
not, in fact, true. And then theologically and practically,
I wonder what the growth of religious nones means for
evangelical Christians and congregations especially,

with their value for evangelism.

To provide a snapshot of religious
nones in Canada, seven data-
driven findings among many

others in our research ...

nones with no

1. Most religious nones were raised
in Christian homes, however
more and more religious nones
are being raised in nonreligious
homes altogether. Sociologists call
this irreligious or nonreligious socialization. In the years
ahead we should anticipate a growth in religious nones

with no religious upbringing or exposure.

2. Opposition to exclusive religious beliefs and
practices as well as the strong fusion between the
Christian Right and Conservative politics are lead
reasons, among others, for why many have set aside

their religious affiliation and involvement.

3. There is relatively little social stigma associated with
saying that one has no religion in Canada today. The
same is not true in the United States, particularly in
evangelical stronghold states, where religious nones
fear “coming out” to their family, friends, neighbours,

and coworkers.
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4. Notall, or even most, religious nones are atheists, nor
are most “spiritual but not religious.” Religious nones
are a diverse population, with a range of attitudes and
behaviours regarding the existence of a supernatural
being, the afterlife, meaning and purpose in life,
prayer, and other markers of religion and spirituality.
For example, over half of religious nones are “inactive
nonbelievers,” showing no sign of religious or spiritual
belief or practice, while about one-quarter consider

themselves “spiritual but not religious.”

5. When examining a range of social and moral issues
such as abortion, same-sex marriage, women in the
workforce, the environment, government aid for the
poor, and immigration policy, religious nones are
more left-leaning than religious affiliates, especially in

regions with higher proportions

of religious nones.

6. Religious nones—atheists in
particular—and evangelicals do not
generally look upon one another
in a positive light. Moreover, while

atheists do hold many favourable

groups such as Buddhists, Hindus,
or Jews, evangelicals tend to hold
predominantly negative views toward every (non)

religious group outside of Christianity.

7. The vast majority of religious nones are very content
with their lives and religiously unaffiliated status; they
are not clamouring to turn to God or join a religious
group. Strengthened preaching, music, or programs
do not generally draw in religious nones. Rather,
such efforts primarily help to retain those already in
congregations or contribute to transfer growth from

other churches.

Do these findings surprise you or affirm what you already
suspected was the case? For those in local churches,
what should you make of these data and possibly do (or

not do) in response? I offer three invitations.

Rates of Belief, Canada, 2006.
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my own way Miracles

Mysterious Hell
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only’
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Extraterrestrials
God as the

church teaches . .
Reincarnation

God, butin

0.2 i
my own way Miracles

Mysterious Hell
force?

Biological Heaven
only’

Compared beliefs

Extraterrestrials
God as the

church teaches . .
Reincarnation
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God, butin | ;
my own way {A Miracles

Mysterious Hell
force?

Biological Heaven
only'

' Life on earth is a purely physical or biological phenomenon
2We are all part of a mysterious and inexplicable force

Source: 2006 CROP survey on religious beliefs. N = 2,678. All estimates weighted to be

representative of the Canadian general population.

First, learn more about religious nones, turning to sound
empirical data rather than well-intentioned anecdotes,
opinions, or platitudes. Akin to missionaries who learn the
language and values of another culture when entering new
terrain, Canadian churches are in a shifting landscape that
warrants careful study. I beg you, do not live in a world of
narratives based on how you wish things were; understand

the landscape as it is, and then proceed accordingly.

Second, meaningfully interact with religious nones in
your midst and pursue bridge building activities around
common interests. Sociological research reveals that our
perceptions of others tend to change as a result of our
interactions with them. Too often it seems that evangelical
Christians in particular have misguided perceptions of
religious nones because of very little interaction with
those outside “the fold”—a problematic reality for those
who claim to believe in the “good news.” So, are you in
relationship with religious nones—family, neighbours, or
coworkers perhaps? Listen to and learn from them, on
how they view and experience the world. Pay attention to
common interests such as caring for the “least of these,

and consider ways to tangibly partner together.

Third, the number one reason a person joins a religious group
is because someone personally invites them. Comparatively
speaking, evangelicals have a better track record in this
regard than other traditions. Still, few religious nones will
necessarily be open to such an invitation, but research shows

that some are.

I encourage you to be attentive and open to this possibility of
inviting someone into a strategic and appropriate next step in
their faith journey with the living God. Out of an informed
posture on religious nones in Canada, and in the context of
relationships that have been mutually nurtured and valued
over time, where might an invitation possibly make sense? t

Joel Thiessen is a sociology professor and the director of the Flourishing
Congregations Institute at Ambrose University. He has authored or co-authored
several books, including None of the Above: Nonreligious Identity in the US and
Canada, The Millennial Mosaic: How Pluralism and Choice Are Shaping Canadian

Youth and The Future of Canada, and The Meaning of Sunday: The Practice of Belief in
Secular Age. For more information, visit joelthiessen.ca
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@ DefendDignity

REVEAL

« CONFERENCE -
LEARN ABOUT:

- The cycle of porn addiction
* How porn fuels human trafficking
- How to protect kids from porn’s harms
* Growing up in a hypersexualized culture
* Stories of hope from recovering sex addicts

TO REGISTER OR LEARN MORE, VISIT
DEFENDDIGNITY.CA/EVENT

TO EMD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION |W CANADA

Bear Yarbrough

s I sat, listening to the buzz of conversation
happening around our table, my mind ran to all
the meals Jesus ate with people. Jesus intentionally used
food to be with people and we were following in His

example with our Family Meal.

Family Meals are a part of our regular life rhythm where
we invite our not-yet-believing friends, and believers
who we are discipling, to eat together. Leading up to
each Family Meal we pray that God would direct the
conversation to spiritual things so that, eventually, we
may share the Gospel with our friends and, at the same
time, model for our believing friends how to reach
those far from God.

At this Family Meal, we invited a Christian couple
with whom we had been journeying for a year,
another couple, and our neighbours. As a way of
gently showing our guests that we are believers

in Jesus Christ, and opening the door to spiritual

conversations, we start our meals by inviting people to

pray with us. No one has ever said no to this invitation.

Looking around our table, I saw Vanessa laughing with
our friends. The first time they came over for a meal
we invited them to pray with us, thanking God for the
food. At the end of the evening they both said that we
should do it again and, a month later they invited us
to their place to reciprocate our invitation. My family
of five walked into their apartment with declarations
to the kids of, “Don’t touch anything!” We sat down to
eat and before I could put the first bite in my mouth,
our friend stopped me and stated, “You should pray”
Caught off guard I responded, “This is your space.
We don’t have to pray” Her wife countered, “No. You
should pray!” A little shocked, but giddy inside, I said,
“Alright, let’s pray!” We held hands and once again we
prayed in Jesus’ name, thanking God for His provision

and for our friends.
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As the Family Meal progressed that day, I started
talking with our believing friends about church things
and Jesus. When our conversation ended, I noticed that
our neighbour was listening intently, so I asked him,
“What do you believe about Jesus?” His eyes widened,
and for the next twenty minutes he passionately
explained his belief that Jesus is a being from another
dimension who enters our time and space to embody
the twenty-one virtues of the universe. I wasn't
shocked at this, because we had previously invited
them to play dates in the park, and we had already
talked about his New Age beliefs. My believing friend
was stunned by such a passionate response. He had
grown up in the church his grandfather planted, his
father pastored, and where he was actively serving in
a preaching ministry. However, with all this church
background, he approached me after this Family
Meal and expressed his surprise at the type of people
we allow into our house. He said, “My parents would
never have done that” Our intentional hospitality
with our not-yet-believing friends was shocking to his

religious evangelical upbringing.

Jesus, as our perfect example, used all things to
proclaim and demonstrate that the Kingdom was near,
and He particularly used food. We have the incredible
opportunity to follow Jesus’ example by eating with
people so that we may one day declare that Jesus is the
true Bread of Life that satisfies. We get to follow Jesus’
example of eating with sinners, showing compassion
and the presence of Jesus to those the church has often
despised (see Luke 19:1-10). We all have to eat, so
we might as well use it as an opportunity to be the
presence of Jesus to others, both the religious and the
not-yet-believers. ¢

Bear Yarbrough along with his wife, Vanessa, and three children (Belle 7,
Merida 5, Maximus 3), have a desire to plant reproducing churches through

discipleship among urban professionals in Mexico City. You can learn more

by going to cmacan.org/bvy
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THIS SAME JESUS

So often you look at something
without really seeing it like when
we saw you & your ten friends
staring into the sky

Later that day you couldn’t say
without first closing your eyes

if the clouds had been high
& wispy or thick & glacier white

& we not thinking of your shock
at hopes yanked away then restored
only saw the unblinking eyes
of eleven men turned toward heaven

though since your Lord had just slipped
from sight your hearts burned
& again might whenever clouds come near
to the way they appeared that day

D.S. Martin is Poet-in-Residence at McMaster
Divinity College. Read his full bio on page 25.
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TRANSFORMING LIVES
OF UNTOUCHABLES

Clark Miller

Growing up, Sonia new nothing about the Living God
as her life revolved around the customs and practice
of her family’s religious faith. Until, God transformed

her mother’s life when Sonia was a teenager.

Sonia began to attend church services and learn about
Jesus. She gradually became an active youth member of

the church and showed her interest to serve the Lord.

The Lord opened ways and soon she joined a training
centre. Sonia said, “It was a wonderful time for me to
learn new things. I became more enlightened in my

spiritual relationship with God”

After completing training in the year 2018, she returned

to her native village with a new vision and courage.

The entire village is dominated by people groups that
are considered an untouchable caste in her region.
They are not allowed to live with the larger population,
to be educated or to participate in any religious
services. Poverty and illiteracy are still relevant in their
community. As the community is mainly associated

with agriculture, only boys get educated.

Trusting God, Sonia started to work among these
people. Soon obstacles and challenges came across her
way. She was even challenged to stop her ministry due

to constant opposition of villagers and relatives.

She was determined to continue pursuing her vision
despite all the hard situations. Since it was difficult
to bring transformation to the adults of the village,
because they had their minds set, she started to work

among the children.

She gathered children from her village and taught
them Sunday school using stories and songs. But
when parents noticed it, many refused their children
to attend. They worried Sonia would mislead their

children to a new religion.

Eventually, Sonia had opportunities to visit the
children’s homes and meet their parents who had
noticed drastic changes in the lives of their children.
They started to obey parents, memorize Scriptures,
and to trust Jesus for their various needs. All the
parents were happy and invited Sonia to pray for their

various needs.

Today, more than 30 children attend Sunday school in
her village. The transforming love of God changed the
attitudes of the village’s women as well. Sonia started a
women’s fellowship group and ten women are regularly

attending the prayer meeting now.

Sonia said, “God is transforming lives of children
that will, in turn have an impact of their community.
God’s eternal love is for all the out-caste groups and
I work hard to proclaim this Good News among my
community. Each day, I am experiencing His guidance

in my ministry”

Pray for protection and spiritual growth for Sonia, and

the people in her village. «

Clark Miller is the North American CEO of Empart, a global organization
bringing holistic spiritual and social transformation to communities
across South Asia. With nearly 25 years of nonprofit leadership experience
—including executive roles at Focus on the Family, Family Christian,
Unlimited Grace and the International Fellowship of Christians and Jews—
he is committed to reaching and serving those in need.
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THE
JAFFRAY
PROJECT

obert Jaffray was committed to
Rsharing the Gospel and he walked
away from a life of privilege to become
an international worker. Like Robert
Jaffray, we want to continue sharing
the Good News!

There are people all over the world
who are eager to hear more about
God. Our international workers are
serving in church planting, justice
and compassion work, marketplace

environments, and worker support.

The Jaffray Project is all about opening
up possibilities where they didn’t exist
before, expanding our mission to new
places—to the Fulani and Tuareg in
Niger, to the Azeri where less than a
quarter of 1% of the population knows
Jesus, and to South Asia: the largest
unreached population in the world
with over one billion people who still

need to hear the Gospel. »

Join us in raising $250,000 this year:

cmacan.org/jaffray
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Work accomplished so far through

THE
J ‘ L1; ﬁ PROJECTQ

Huichol, Mexico

Our international workers are partnering

with the local national church to ensure

that the Huichol people have access to Jesus through
projects such as a food assistance program and

opportunities for viable micro-businesses.

Wolof, Senegal

With only a few hundred Wolof believers,
our international workers are thankful how
God has come before them and prepared
the way. Some Wolof men are seeking the
Truth and actively learning about Jesus.

Discipleship relationships are strengthening

new believers.

Yazidis, Middle East

We have a team who is working full-time with
the Yazidis—a people group who has been
persecuted for centuries, targeted because
of their beliefs. One international couple is
living in a village with the Yazidis, forming
relationships, and sharing the hope that is

found in Jesus.

What's next for 2020 and beyond—

We are raising $250,000 to send international
workers to reach the Azeri in Central Asia, the
Tuareg and Fulani in Niger, and the people in
South Asia. The Jaffray Project helps jump start
an international worker's ministry in a brand new
context. Your gift makes a big difference as we
bring access to Jesus in new places.

Our team is actively engaged in reaching out to
Rohingya refugees. Our international workers are
offering English classes through an educational
center where stories about Jesus are taught. During
the COVID-19 crisis, critical relief was given in food
distribution. Our workers are prioritizing building

trust and deep relationships.
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AN HONEST CONVERSATION

ABOUT RACE

Meet the speakers

Dan and Darrah minister to the indigenous people through home and
hospital visitations, hospitality and intercessory prayer. They also travel
cross-border regularly to an Arabic language institute, where they have
an opportunity to deepen relationships with indigenous teachers and
mobilize next-generation international workers. As Team Leaders, they
have the privilege of serving their team through member care, partnership
formation, vision and strategy implementation, and administration. Learn
more at cmacan.org/ddl

RYAN: We’re both men in our forties who were pastors
and have studied in Alliance schools and seminaries.
You’re a leader internationally and now I am a part
of our national leadership team. We have seen a wide
breadth of the Alliance in Canada.

My family is Dutch and English immigrants.

DAN: I am the son of a Malaysian-Chinese father and
a Malaysian-Chinese-Portuguese mother. For a long
time, I've only said “I'm Canadian” because there is
pain behind that history. My parents left Malaysia

because of discrimination.

RYAN: As race becomes a rising issue, and we are two
leaders with different experiences, let’s talk about race
in the Alliance. As these conversations emerge to the

front, what hopes have surfaced for you?

DAN: When I first came to Canada, somebody pushed
me into a locker and said, “Go back to where you came

from you [racial slur].” You never forget interactions

like that. It becomes ingrained in you.

Some people take comfort in the power that resentment
gives us. I need to deal with my pain before I can talk
with others about hope because I'll carry that pain into

the conversations moving forward.

My hope as an Alliance family, would be that we can

address the elephant in the room, which is many people
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Ryan Graham is future oriented. He is the Vice President of the Alliance,
leading Nurture and Development. For the past two decades, he served
the local church, first, as the Student Ministries Director and Teaching
Pastor at First Alliance Calgary, and then as Senior Pastor at Westlife Church
Calgary. Ryan is the founder of Envision Canada.

have experienced systemic racial discrimination in

our denomination.

Systemic isn’t intentional—it's a mindset that
inherently recognizes people of a certain status while
unintentionally dis-invites people of colour into the
conversations. It's been there for so long that it’s part

of the underlying psyche of how people do things.

Let’s tackle this together without anger, resentment,
the blame game, which is really difficult for leaders

of colour.

RYAN: What are the questions that people might be

afraid to ask a white, denominational leader?

DAN: What do you feel or think when you hear the

term white privilege?

RYAN: Years ago, when I first was introduced to the
term, and told that I had it, I was defensive. I’'ve had
to pay my dues and work hard to get to where I am.
However, I realized over the years that I've had doors
opened for me that I didn’t have to open. On many
levels, my leadership ability was never questioned
because of my ethnicity. The longer I lead, the more I

become aware of that reality.

In the Canadian context, were a diverse multicultural
society but there is still majority culture here. If you look

at the boards or senior leadership in most organizations,

its a mono-cultural space; those spaces are not as
diverse as our society. If you open any major newspaper
and turn to the section where announcements to boards
and leaderships are made, the people being appointed
as VPs, CEOs, and board members are predominantly

white. That is white privilege.

For you, have you felt hindered in your ability to move

forward by white privilege?

DAN: I haven’t been overtly told I can’t lead because of
my ethnicity—we don’t do that in Canada, we’re too
nice. However, I feel there is a clear line of demarcation
inside our denomination with levels of leadership. My
perception is that there is a racial ceiling on leaders
of colour within the Alliance when it comes to senior
leadership. Anecdotally, our regional leaders and
national leaders are almost entirely white. We talk
about being a movement of people from the nations,
going to the nations, but 77% of our workers are white.
Our constituency is more diverse than our leadership

and workers represent.

I don’t feel overtly hindered but I don’t feel invited
into the inside either. When you talked about doors
opening to you because your skin colour. The doors
don’t open for me unless I start knocking or kicking

them down.

RYAN: We've been talking about leadership being a
diverse mosaic, but it hasn’t happened yet. We’re trying

to change and be intentional—but not for tokenism. It

still hasn’t happened, but not for lack of trying. There’s
a problem here.

DAN: There might be different factors involved in
the conversation, however, decision-makers do not
look like the people that we profess to lead across the
board. There are different reasons for that, but they
do not excuse or abdicate us from the responsibility
and privilege on integration. I lead a team of people
from different nations, and it is much harder to
make decisions and lead with people from different
backgrounds, but none of us regret being at the

table together.

RYAN: What are some things we need to be cautious of

as we address systemic issues?

DAN: Let’s avoid playing the blame game and us vs. them
language. I think language, terms, and posture play a
crucial role as we tackle this. Those of us who feel that
we've been victims—or perceived victims—we have
played a part in giving up our identities or not speaking
up for others. Even though I've been negatively affected,

I've played a part in the systemic issues.

I want to be careful to not make these conversations
a token, three-month exercise. It’s going to be hard;
there’s going to be pain, tears, repentance, and
restoration. Something that took generations to come
to fruition, that is entrenched with deep roots, isn't

going to disappear in three months.

RYAN: As you are talking, I have people in mind who
are moving into higher leadership positions, who are
people of diversity, and there will be pain and hurt as

they step into these places of leadership.

In the Canadian context, we are not the same. Canada
is wildly regional we can’t have the same approach
or assume were in the same situation. As people of
diversity move into leadership positions, there needs
to be a willingness and grace in understanding that as

they break down barriers, it comes with hardship.
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When it’s all said and done, we're all image bearers of
God, but majority culture often uses that to say, were
all the same and expects other cultures to conform.
When somebody forgets that every single human bears

the image of God, that’s a source of racism.

As a lead pastor, I was not thinking about how our
expressions of church was not inviting to people of
other cultural backgrounds. I was imposing majority
culture on them and not creating opportunities for
their culture to be expressed and experienced inside
the church.

Looking to the future, I'm excited that a lot of young
leaders of ethnic diversity are thinking differently.
They may not feel the same limits that you or I do.
Some of these problems will be solved as people like
me step aside and open the door for them to be in the

room and a seat at the table. It’s not solved quickly.

DAN: Development takes time. Some of this is about
reconditioning ourselves to look for talent and gifts in
the non-traditional places we used to look. They are
there but it’s refocusing and reshaping our sight for
gifts we haven’t valued.

RYAN: Anything else we should talk about?

DAN: Some of the things we leave behind, for those of
us who are leaders of colour, is the anger, resentment,
and thought patterns. Some of it is perception, and
some of it is not real, and some of us have conversations
in our head and we can’t see new things happening.
We hold on to the resentment because it gives us an

excuse to not engage.

For my brothers and sisters who have benefited
because of their skin colour, there is a sense of security,
entitlement, and self-preservation that kicks in as we
begin these conversations. Be aware that it is going to

be there. You may have to lay it down.
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I have to lay down my own discomfort and self-
preservation as we talk about this. I have a temptation
to want to stay silent.

RYAN: There is a lot of fear in owning what we have,
even unknowingly, participated in or perpetuated. The
moment when you take the mask off, you want people
to think you've been a great leader, but people who
are white that have been in positions of leadership and
haven’t been intentional or owned their part—there
will be shame that they might not want to own or deal
with. It’s a vulnerable place, but we have to move to

ownership and repentance.

There are leaders who are older than us who may need
to come to the place to say “I'm not the right person
to be having this conversation. I might need to recuse
myself and put somebody into leadership to lead me

in this place”

DAN: The people that have been apart of systemic
racism can't be the ones who implement change
on their own—they need more voices at the table—
because there is inherent bias that has been rooted
so deeply. The greatest gift they can give to the next
generation is the humility and posture to privilege
others to carry the burden. It takes a lot of courage to

empower others. t
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